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Homecoming Happenings 

The Homecoming Activities Explained  
by Michael Belles and Owen Reichner 
  
This year's homecoming was filled with events and 
competitions that took place all week long. It started off 
with Spirit Week, and ended with the bonfire Saturday 
night.   
  
The beginning of this year's Homecoming started out 
with Spirit Week, five days full of makeup and costumes. 
Every day had a special theme based off of the 
movie, The Wizard of Oz. Hallie Laubach, president of 
Student Council, found the idea, and proposed it to the 
rest of Student Council. Spirit Week was then given The 
Wizard of Oz theme.  
  
This year's spirit week had a Wizard of Oz theme, which 
is a very new addition to the week. Usually the student 
council assigns random themes to each day, but this 
year, it was different, "This year we had Wizard of Oz 
themed dress up day, which hasn't been done in the 
past, it has just been Millville themed." stated Allison 
Diehl, a member of this year's student council. Every day 
was based on a certain aspect of the movie.  
 
 Spirit Week ended with the traditional "Rent a Teacher 
/Rent a Senior " a day full of hilarious costumes that are 

 

forced onto the teachers and seniors. Miss. Verstraeten 
was forced to wear a trashcan and trash bags for the entire 
day. While Jaylen Reichner wore a cardboard box that was 
made to look like a nightstand, and on the box was written 
"One Night Stand".   
  
 When asked about the proceeds from the event, Allison 
Diehl responded, "Altogether we raised about $150, and 
this money will go towards buying decorations and other 
supplies for dances and other events in the 
future." Altogether, the costumes for the Rent a teacher / 
Rent a senior were interesting and entertaining.  
  
Another huge event that took place during Homecoming 
week was the pep rally. The pep rally gives the elementary 
school a sneak peek into what happens during 
Homecoming, and what to expect when they enter high 
school.  
  
The pep rally also gets everyone pumped up for the dance 
and all the events that accompany it. As Mr. Stair, the high 
school principal mentioned, "The district pep rally brings 
energy between both the elementary and high 
school."  The games the cheerleaders put on were quite 
entertaining, including "Twister with Condiments" and a 
balloon-popping race that pitted elementary students and 
high school students against each other.  
 

The parade was one of the most important events because 
it gets everyone involved with Homecoming. The 
community, alumni and students, all get involved when 
the parade goes through. "Yeah," Olivia Belles – a high 
school soccer player and senior agreed, "seeing all the 
streets packed full of young kids, teenagers, parents, 
grandparents made me realize that the whole community 
supports the parade, and in turn, Homecoming."  
  
Also, the parade lets the whole community get a glimpse 
at all the teams, and groups of students who attend 
Millville. It lets everyone feel appreciated for all their time 
and energy they put into their club.  
  
 This year, the big event everyone waited for was 
tailgating. The event was introduced early the week before 
Homecoming, " When I heard about the tailgate, the first 
thing I thought was, I CAN’T WAIT, I was so pumped up 
because I couldn’t wait to see what it was going to be like," 
exclaimed Olivia Belles.  
  
One concern with tailgating was the possibility of a large 
amount of trash left behind. This was a big concern 
because the school was worried that many of the students 
were going to leave behind their trash after they left. This 
concern was brought up to Mr. Stair, but he was quick to 
address those fears, "No, we have excellent students 

 

and I know they would never do something like that."   
  
Overall, the tailgate event was a huge success. Everyone 
had a good time, and there was great turnout for the 
event. The best thing was that a lot of the community 
showed up for the tailgate.  Mr. Stair seemed very pleased 
with the outcome as well, "Yes we had a nice turn out, and 
we had lots of fun, and lots of community members 
showed up, some even bringing their pets!"  
  
The last event that ended the week of activities was the 
bon-fire, which was being held at the same time as a 
barbecue which supported the boys' soccer 
team.  According to Rhett Mowery, "Even though there 
was a barbecue going on over at Kolten's house, tons of 
people still showed up for the bonfire."  
  
Overall, this year's Homecoming was a complete success. 
All of the new events that took place ran smoothly, and 
went without complaint. Hopefully, Homecoming 2018 will 
be even bigger and better next year.  
 

 

 

Testing Dates to Remember 
P.S.S.A – April 9 – 23 

7/8th Math/English & 8th Science 
Keystone Test – May 14 – 25 

8th/9th Algebra & 10th Literature 
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Homecoming Happenings cont’d Homecoming Field Hockey 

by Alexis Fought 

 
Homecoming is huge tradition amongst most schools in 
our area. Everyone got in spirit to support their schools. 
Sports are a huge part of the homecoming festivities as 
well. The teams play their hardest to show their school 
what they’ve got.        
  
The field hockey team took on Central Columbia for their 
homecoming game.  Although they played their best, the 
Millville/Benton team lost 5 – 1 to their opponent. When 
asked how it felt to play such a big school, Heather Nichols, 
a captain of the team replied "It was kind of scary but I still 
played my A game...we had not as many subs as they did, 
we only had one."   
  
 Freshman Olivia Savage replied "I felt like we are a good 
team and we could have beat them."  When asked what 
they could have done to perform better, Olivia felt, "we 
should have talked more, and just played our 
game Heather also added, " We could have actually got 
the whole team ready, getting them excited.  They needed 
to understand this game was important for playoffs."  
   
As a co-op team with Benton, the girls usually play two 
Homecoming games.  This year, because Benton's 
Homecoming was on the same day as Millville's, the girls 
only played one game. I had asked the girls what they 
thought about this, "I felt weird because we are used to 
playing two games. But this year we only played one at 
Millville." Heather remarked.   
  
The hockey team has improved over the years, and they 
hope to keep it up. They hope to be able to work on these 
skills not just during Homecoming, but throughout the rest 
of their high school field hockey career.   

 

Homecoming Girls Soccer 
by Nathalie Henrie and Alexis Fought 

      
  left to right: Hallie Laubach, Riley Brown, Montana Henrie 

Homecoming is one of the biggest events for a school. It was 
originally known for a school to come together and cheer 
for the football team, but in recent years, it has entailed so 
much more like dances and tailgating. For Millville, we don’t 
have a football team like most schools due to our small 
classes, but we were able to still create that homecoming 
feel with our field hockey and soccer teams. 

For Girls’ soccer, this night had so much meaning to them. 
It wasn’t the fact that there would be a dance later that 
night and they could doll themselves up and dance with 
their friends; for 11 players, it would be the last time they 
played in the stadium. 

For some of the girls, they were nervous, especially knowing 
the stadium would be filled with their friends, family, and 
pretty much the entire community. The girls said they 
weren’t too distracted, except for Alexa Rine that plays 
striker thought “Mr. Stair with the microphone and trying 
to get it to work was pretty distracting.”  

The girls played Milton, a team in a league above them and 
is quite talented. The girls had played the team last year, 
and lost 3-0. When it came time to play them again, they 
thought Milton wasn’t as good of a team. Alexa Rine 
admitted “everyone thought the game would be easier and 
we didn’t play to our full potential because we thought we 
didn’t have to.” 

This year the girls lost to Milton again, 6-0. It was a little 
upsetting for the team, but to Kieran Gatos, “[we] played 
great together, just like a team should.” The team tried their 
best, and Allie Diehl agreed: “I think we played good as a 
team, but we need more skill work and building for the 
team and program.”  

The girls had their ups and downs this season and Lauren 
explained “I think the team could have been more positive 
and I think that we could have communicated a lot better.” 
There were 23 girls on the team, and they all got to play that 
night, which made everyone happy. Allie also noted that she 
felt a good atmosphere that night.  

With the skills they picked up throughout the season, the 
girls were able to work together and create some 
combinations. Even though the girls lost, they were still 
joyful afterwards because they knew they individually 
played hard. The girls were also excited about crowning that 
would take part later in the boy’s game.  

 

Homecoming Boys Soccer 
By Alexis Fought and Nathalie Henrie 

 
     Tyler Stone clears the ball during the game. 
 

For the boys’ team, they had an excellent turn out. The boys 
had a great momentum going throughout the season, so 
they were pumped and ready to go when they also played 
Milton.  

The stadium was packed, and the band played as the boys 
warmed up, which some of the boys didn’t enjoy because 
they prefer to listen to their warm up music. Gage Michael 
noted that he prefers to listen to rap. 

The chorus sings the Alma Mater and then the National 
Anthem before the game. The boys team is announced and 
then the boys are ready to go. 

Gage Michael, the goalie, keeps motivated during a game 
by knowing he can be the best. With this great focus, he’s  
able to pay attention and be ready even though he says 
“some crowd members distracted me homecoming night,” 
he also notes that it happens every game. 
 
The boys won their game 3-1, but Gage says that they 
could’ve done better and played to their best abilities. He 
also says “there [are] things I wish I did, but the past is the 
past and I just learn from it,” which is a great trait to have 
as player. He also keeps the boys motivated. 
 
From the great win, the team was hyped. Gage exclaimed 
that “I enjoy making the crowd and hometown happy when 
we win,” which was very true after the game. The crowd 
was ecstatic and put everyone in a cheery mood for the 
dance. 
 

Tonight We Dance Under the Stars  
by: Sunny Girton & Kirstin Wright 
 
The Homecoming Dance at Millville can be as memorable 
as the prom. While the prom marks the end of the school 
year, the Homecoming Dance marks the beginning. This 
year the student council decided create a theme for the 
dance itself: "Tonight We Dance Under The Stars."   
 
The dance was held on Saturday, October 14th 2017 from 
8:00 PM-10:00PM. According to Haley Bower, the 
secretary of the council, "Homecoming is usually our most 
popular dance, but this definitely was the most successful 
than other years, we didn’t expect to have the amount of 
people we did."   
          
 The theme overall was very warm. Haley stated, "the 
decision to continue the theme next year is up to the 
officers and the members that year. None of the current 
juniors will be official members next year."   
                 
Both Mollie Faus and Belle Girton provided different 
insights on how they felt overall at the dance.  When 
asked what she liked and disliked about the dance, Belle 
said she had some mixed emotions about the 
dance, and that some people made it fun but some didn’t. 
She stated "There was a fair share of people that chose to 
bring drama into the whole thing that ruined the 
fun."  According to Molly, you could dance however you 
wanted and "nobody would judge you."   
           
 The dance was fun, they played some "throwback" songs 
and more modern ones. Overall, the whole student 
body seemed to enjoy the dance.   
         
Averi Rine was the homecoming queen this year.  When 
asked about it, she stated "I was happy and surprised 
when I found out I had been elected for homecoming 
queen.". When her name was called, she was thrilled that 
her name was called, but she said "the feeling was short 
lived when I got home and had an epiphany", She pointed 
out "all the homecoming crowning does is make two 
people feel good for a night and ten other people feel bad. 
I wish other girls on the court had gotten to experience the 
feeling I did."    
           
Although she is glad to have this memory, she would 
remember her senior homecoming no differently than 
anyone else. It was just a fun night in general.   
                       
This homecoming dance was the most successful 
homecoming the student council has seen. With an 
unexpected high attendance, it set the bar high for next 
year's dance.  
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Fulfilling One’s Potential 
by Owen Reichner 
 
The Gifted program is a program for special 
advanced education program that focuses on a student's 
strongest subject in school and works to improve that 
subject as much as possible. The students work on 
strengthening their skills by going to different 
competitions and doing various projects associated with 
the subject.     
 
Students are chosen for the Gifted program through 
application and tests. Once a student has been accepted, 
he or she will work with Mrs. Myers "to provide an 
appropriate education for the students".   
  
While students work on their individual plans, they are 
also able to compete in a variety of academic competitions 
- both in and out of school - based on their 
interests.  Projects based on a variety of subjects are also 
part of the Gifted program.  
  
According to Mrs. Myers, she has students competing in 
up to eight different competitions.  Although there are 
competitions out of school, students who are strong in 
English said that they do not go to out of school 
competitions, but do online competitions.  Some of these 
competitions even provide monetary awards.   
  
An alternative to competitions would be projects the 
students complete. Many of the projects are based on 
STEM content or different book studies.    
 
Not only does the Gifted program focus on strengthening 
your academic skills, it also helps with the social and 
emotional parts of education. Mrs. Myers said she likes to 
focus discussion on how to deal with bullies and other 
difficulties the students may face while in school.   
  
A student in the program is not required to extend their 
skill outside the Gifted classroom, but it is still encouraged. 
For instance, on tests or with homework,  a student who 
specializes in English can use paragraph answers instead of 
1 or 2 word answers for questions. This helps them 
practice their strength and develop new skills.     
 

Some other things they might do to practice their skills are 
brain teasers or different daily Sudoku’s that Mrs. Myers 
provides for them daily 
 

 

The Gifted program is a program where students have the 
opportunity to strengthen skills they have, in order to 
prepare themselves for life after high school.  
 

 
    
      Mrs. Myer’s room at the high school 

 

“MJSHS Math Competition: A Student’s 
Perspective”  
By Sunny Girton  
 
   The MJSHS Math Competition is a state wide competition 
in which a few schools compete with each other for first, 
second, third, or fourth place. This event takes place only 
for one day, but it seems to be fun for some who 
participated. For two sisters, Britani and Brianna Lingafelt, 
this one-day competition to test 
your math skills is really fun.  
  
Britani and Brianna have been attending these annual 
competitions at Bloomsburg University since they were in 
seventh grade. When asked why they both started going to 
these competitions, they both said that everyone in Mrs. 
Shultz’s 7th grade class went to it. Ever since then, they’ve 
gone to all of them and seem to be enjoying themselves 
every year.  
  
Anyone who goes to some type of event has to have had 
good memories… right? For Britani, this year was 
memorable because they won, and Brianna said 
“Definitely the winning memory”; every year she would 
find a new math problem to solve.   
 
  
             
            
  

  

With every good thing, most, if not everyone, experiences 
obstacles in even the most glorious events they attend. Even 
though Britani and Brianna enjoy going to these 
competitions, there are a few mistakes they have made that 
they have worked through for the upcoming year. When 
asked about it, Britani said that she didn’t catch the number 
change in the game "24". So after, that she always paid 
attention to changes; Brianna said, it was that fact that the 
numbers changed and “If you knock into an answer, it goes 
to the other team”.  
  
With the girls’ favorite memories and mistakes, you have to 
wonder… what are their favorite parts of the day? When I 
asked them both this, they both responded with the game of 
“24” because they are good at it.   
.  
 When it comes to competing against another team, or just 
another person, it’s safe to say everyone has some type of 
competitive side, whether they choose to show it or not. For 
these two girls, that is definitely the case. When asked about 
this, Britani said “yeah, I think we all get a competitive side” 
and Brianna agreed.  
             
With the competitiveness of people in mind, it’s safe to 
assume there is always going to be a school that is tough to 
beat. When asked, the girls responded with the same answer 
almost instantly. Britani and Brianna both said that Scranton 
Prep school was the toughest this year because they had 
more time to prepare. The girls also said that Scranton Prep 
was our school’s toughest rival in previous years.  
  
With the amount of schools competing, that must mean 
there are a lot of people to meet there, and possibly make 
friends with, or connect with old ones, but that’s not always 
the case. When asked if the girls saw people that they knew, 
they both said that they saw someone from Vo-Tech. When I 
asked Britani and Brianna if they made any new friends at 
the competition, Britani said that “you didn’t really have 
time to make friends with anyone”, and Brianna said “you 
normally only interact with your team”.   

                               

                                 

 

A Better Future 
By Michael Belles 
 
The ACE program is an opportunity for students to take 
college classes while still in high school. It also allows 
students to transfer credits back to fulfill certain high 
school requirements.  Olivia Belles, a participant in the ACE 
program remarked, "The ACE program has allowed me to 
take most of the credits I needed for high school at 
Bloomsburg, which was a big load taken off my back."  
  
The program which is run by Karen Murtin, includes 
schools from Millville, Danville, Bloomsburg, and about a 
dozen other districts in Columbia, Luzerne, and 
Northumberland counties. Serving all of these schools 
attracts hundreds of high school students, and during the 
summer, ACE attendance doubles as these students are 
able to take summer classes.   
  
A big advantage to taking ACE classes is that it offers a 
huge markdown on tuition and other costs. About 75% of 
the cost of the class and the tuition is absorbed by the 
University. Drew Shultz agreed, "The biggest reason I was 
attracted to ACE was the fact that the classes and tuition 
were so cheap!"   
  
The most daunting part of the ACE program is the fact that 
the classes are not made up of just other high school 
students, but mixed together with other college students. 
"When I walked in to the classroom, I had expected to find 
other junior and seniors, but what I found was other 
freshman and sophomore college students," exclaimed 
Olivia Belles.  
  
One of the hardest parts of ACE is juggling both college 
work and high school work. At times, it can seem like you 
will never be able to get it all done. This is when good time 
management and study skills come in handy. "If I had not 
been taught study techniques in high school, I don't think I 
would be here right now, learning those skills in high 
school really saved me," said Olivia Belles.  
 
One of the better parts of the ACE program is that you can 
take up to 12 credits a semester, and can take classes 
during the summer and winter. This means that by the 
time you are done with high school, you could be done 
with your freshman year, and part of your sophomore 
year. "I really liked the fact that you could take up to four 
classes, and even take classes during the summer and 
winter," said Drew Shultz 
cont’d. on page 8    Brianna and Britani Lingafelt 
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Co-Op Football 2017 
by Owen Reichner 
 
Going into the 2017 season, the Vo-Tech Rams wanted 
to improve from last year's 1-9 record. After losing some 
starting seniors, it would be tough to improve, but Coach 
Mark Varner was confident, "Some of the seniors we lost 
were a big loss, but I have confidence in the team that 
we will be able to replace them and be successful this 
year."  
  
The season began with a tough 5 straight losses, 
including a loss to Bucktail, a team beaten by the Rams 
in previous years. "The loss against Bucktail was tough 
especially because we all went into the game thinking it 
was going to be an easy win" said John Binder, wide 
receiver for Vo-Tech.  
  
Following a 30-12 loss to Montgomery, the 
team traveled to Cowanesque Valley to get their first win 
by only 6 points. Following that game, the team 
experienced a much-needed boost of confidence.  
  
That boost of confidence followed them to the next 
game against Muncy. This opponent proved difficult for 
Vo-Tech in the past. Many believed the game would be a 
shut-out in Muncy's favor. Even though Vo-Tech did not 
have a good chance of winning against Muncy, they 
surprised many by keeping up with Muncy at half time 
with the score 28-18. However, a victory was not to be, 
as Vo-Tech fell with a score of 63-24.   
 

Even after this loss, Vo-Tech was still looking to improve 
that 1-9 record from the previous year. The next two 
games against St. Joseph's (60-36) and Sayre (57-32) 
were a surprise to many as the Rams won both games 
and were ecstatic to have the change to go 4-6. "It was 
great to see the kids succeed and to improve from the 1-
9 record we had last year," remarked Coach Varner.  
  
Vo-Tech suffered a set-back during the St. Joseph game 
when John Binder broke his ankle and ended up being 
out for the rest of the season. Binder was the record-
setting wide receiver and he would be a big loss for the 
team. "It's going to be tough without Binder, but I think 
we can still be successful for the rest of the season" said 
Gabe Earnest, an offensive lineman for Vo-Tech.  
 
The last game of the Ram's season was Holy Redeemer, 
where they played at King's College. The Rams were 
looking to overcome last season's 40-26 loss.  At half 
time, it looked promising for the Rams as the score was 
20-0, but after half time, the Rams fell apart.  
  
With 50 seconds remaining in the game, Holy Redeemer 
scored a touchdown and kicked the field goal, making 
the score 26 – 27.  Following that, the Rams 
were unable to score ending the season on a close loss 
and going 3-7. "It was tough loss especially with it being 
the seniors last game and losing by one point, " said 
Coach Varner.   
  
Even with the Rams unexpected loss at the end of the 
season, they did improve from the previous year's record 
of 1-9. They hope to keep improving in 
the upcoming years. Coach Varner commented, "It's 
going to be tough with losing a lot of this year's seniors 
for next year, but we will have to replace them and keep 
working hard."   
 

 

 

 

High Hopes for Girls’ Soccer Next Year 
By; Alexis Fought  

 
 The girls’ soccer team may not have had the best 
outcome this season, but they still played their hearts 
out. They ended the season with a record of 3 wins, 1 
tie, and 15 losses.   
 
 I had interviewed Lauren Comly, a junior on the team. 
When I asked her how well she believed the season had 
gone she responded, "I think that the season did not go 
as well as we would have liked, although the team 
atmosphere was better than it has been in past years." 
She went on to state that the games with Bloomsburg 
and Benton were here favorite games of the season.  
         
 I had also talked to Kieran Gaydos who is a sophomore 
on the soccer team this year. I had asked her what some 
of the roughest parts of the season were and she replied 
"Not making it to playoffs was a hard part."   
        
 Although the girls did not make playoffs, they hope to 
do better next year and hope to make playoffs.  
 

Team Work Makes the Dream Work 
 By; Alexis Fought 
 
The Benton-Millville co-op field hockey team had a really 
good record this season. They made it to playoffs, but 
sadly lost.   
        I had spoken to Heather Nichols who is a junior on 
the team. I had asked how she felt about this past 
season, she replied "I think we performed well, we did 
better than we did last year. We moved up a spot in the 
playoff bracket which is really good."   
 
The girls have a very small team but they still managed 
to play with all they had and let everything they had on 
the 
 

field. When Heather was asked what was her favorite game, 
she responded with "probably the last game we played 
against Milton."   
 
 I had also talked to Aspen LaRotanda, a senior on the team. I 
asked her how she felt knowing this was her last year of 
hockey and she replied, "it feels good to make playoffs my 
last year."   
 
 The field hockey team is small in general so I asked Aspen 
how that affected their season this year, "A downfall of this 
season was when a couple people got injured, so we only 
had one sub for the rest of the season."   
 
The field hockey team made it to playoffs but lost to Line 
Mountain, which ended their season.  Although they lost in 
their playoff game, they hope to have more good seasons to 
come."   
 

Girls’ Basketball: A Study in Respect 
by Kirstin Wright 
 
Imagine dribbling the ball down the court, the basket is two 
feet away and your whole team is counting on you to make 
the shot. You have the opponent’s t players right behind 
you, trying to steal the ball. You make it to the basket, you 
do layup and score a point. Intimidating right? This is what 
the girls’ basketball team deals with at every one of their 
games! 
 
The basketball team has gone through some rought games, 
but they always try to pull through in the end.  Although the 
season has not started off well, the girls’ varsity team record 
is 2-8, and the junior varisty is 4-4,  According to Emily 
Hippenstiel, “the junior varisty team has been on a winning 
streak”.  
 
Having a lot of basketball experience can be a major benefit 
in playing the game.  Allison Diehl has played since 
elementary school but it is only her second year playing for 
the high school team. Emily Hippenstiel has also been 
playing since elementary school, but it is her first year 
playing for the high school. They both discovered that 
elementary school basketball can be completely different 
from high school basketball.  
 
The basketball team consist of seniors, sophomores, and 
freshman. Both Allison and Emily say that it can be 
intimidating, but they all have mutual respect for each other. 
This is the most important thing to have in order to make the 
team work. 
cont’d. on page 7 

Spotlight on Sports 



 

 Sports cont’d. page 5 

Boy’s Basketball Progress Report 
By Owen Reichner 
 
Last year, the boys' basketball team ended up going 22-5, 
making it to the second round of the state playoffs. Only a 
handful of teams in Millville's history have made it this far, 
so it can be said that Millville's fans are hoping for another 
successful year.    
 
At the end of the 2017 season, Millville lost two starters, 
Kelly Holdren and Keegan Bower. Both Kelly and Keegan 
were guards and played a very important role in Millville's 
success. At the start of the 2017-2018 year, Coach 
Rick Reichner had to find a replacement for the two 
graduates.   
  
His idea was to move both Casey Steinhoff and 
Will Holdren into those positions. "Both Casey and Will got 
some varsity time last year and I knew they both had 
varsity level skill" said Coach Reichner.  Both players seem 
to have been doing their job with Millville starting off 3-
0.    
 
Millville's first 3 games were against Milton, Bucktail and 
Sullivan county. The Milton and Sullivan games were close, 
coming down to the last minutes; the Sullivan game went 
into overtime.    
  
"I think we will be as successful as last year if not more 
successful" Jake Hunter, a senior said. Millville's toughest 
competition last year was St. John Neuman. Millville lost to 
them 3 times last year, but this year Neuman lost Kevin 
Anderson, who was a big part of their team.   
  
"I look forward to playing Neuman and I believe we can 
beat them this year, but it all comes down to preparation 
and working hard in practice" Coach Reichner said.     
 
Jaylen Reichner, who is a senior for Millville, is close to 
getting on the 1000-point club, needing only a little more 
than 150 points to join that elite "club". "It's exciting 
thinking about getting into the 1000-point club, but that’s 
not my biggest goal for this year. I would like to return to 
the district championship again and win this year."    
   
 

 

Millville players and fans are hoping for this year to be as 
successful as the last and for the team to bring home a 
district championship. After coming up short last year, fans 
should be supporting the team more than ever to make it 
that far again.   

                   

Millville Co-Op Wrestling   
 By Alexis Fought  
 

Wrestling is a type of sport that takes a lot of hard work, 
and not everyone is able to do it. The people who are on 
the Benton Co-op wrestling team give 100% and try their 
hardest to prepare for a match. They all have goals that 
they are trying to work up too. They are always giving their 
all, no matter the outcomes.   
  
The wrestling team here at Millville is a co-op program 
with Benton and Northwest high school. Zach Kremer, a 
junior, who has been on the wrestling team since 
freshman year, says that the hardest part of wrestling is 
everything.  
 
Being a wrestler comes with a lot of dedication on the 
team member’s behalf. When asked what all it takes to be 
a wrestler, he responded with "hard work, dedication, 
blood, sweat and tears. Lots of strength and just being 
smart."    
  
The high school wrestling season begins in November and 

ends in March. They have nine people on the team 

throughout the three schools that co-op with Millville. 

Zach Kremer has one state champion and one of his goals 
is to be a two-time state champion.  
  
 When asked what he enjoys so much about wrestling, he 
told me "beating kids up and winning medals". Not 
everyone can become a wrestler. Bryan Hart is the head 
coach of the high school wrestling team. Zach is a soccer 
player, but he prefers to wrestle more. He says that he is 
better at it and it is just more fun than soccer can be.  
 
Being a wrestler is something that takes different types of 
skills, and smarts. There are different levels of wrestling, 
and different weight classes that you are put into, 
according to Zach Poust, a freshman wrestler. He also 
really enjoys wrestling and does enjoy to co-op program as 
well. They just placed 7th in a tournament with 32 teams 
included. 
 
Zach Post has achieved 2013 Middle Atlantic Wrestling 
Association Nationals 6th place winner.  2014, Middle 
Atlantic Wrestling Association Nationals 8th place winner, 
2015 Middle Atlantic Wrestling Association Nationals 
Qualifier, 2015 Pennsylvania Junior High State  
 
Championships Qualifier, 2016 Middle Atlantic Wrestling 
Association Nationals Qualifier, and 2016 Pennsylvania 
Junior High State Championships Qualifier. He loves 
competing and meeting new people and traveling to 
different parts of the state, and even the east coast for 
wrestling. During his free time, he is an avid fisherman.   
 
Being in a co-op program also allows the wrestlers to 
practice with other athletes who they might never have 
talked to. New friendships are an outcome of the program 
too. The co-op program is a good idea because it gives a 
small school a chance to do something in which certain 
kids have interest.   
 
The wrestling co-op program is a good experience for 
students who would like to wrestle. The whole team 
practices to their full potential, and always are giving their 
full effort. Throughout the season they have reached many 
goals, and are still reaching those goals.   
  

                  

 

Bowling for a Purpose 
by Prestin Phillips 
 
Most times bowling is seen as a recreational sport, but at 
Columbia-Montour Vo-tech, it is a team sport. A player 
from the team, Nick Delvechio, enjoys playing on a team 
because it gives him something more to do and gives him 
some time with friends having a good time. 
 
I asked Nick why he decide to join the team.  He 
responded, "because my whole life has been dedicated to 
this sport". Then I asked what is it like to be on a bowling 
team? "It's completely insane and there's so many 
people".  It makes getting along with each other a bit 
interesting because, “they are completely opposite than 
me and I don’t feel too comfortable”. 
 
According to Nick, there are are approximately 50 people 
on the team.  No particular skill set is necessary although 
you have to be good with your hands.  The team practices 
Mondays and Tuesdays of every week. 
 
There is a cost that accompanies this sport.  According to 
Nick, he has to pay six dollars each time he bowls.  
There are weekly competitions with different schools; 
although Nick was uncertain as to what other schools were 
in the league.  
 
When asked about how he feels before competition, Nick 
explained, “I feel really excited just because it gives me 
something to do. I like the thrill of slinging the ball down 
the lane hoping to knock down all the pins...I just like going 
to have fun.” 
 
Although he bowls for a team, Nick prefers to bowl 
independently, "The difference in being off a team is more 
relaxing because you don’t have to worry about winning".  
 
So, whether bowling is for recreational fun or team 
competition, students now have the opportunity to 
improve their bowling skills with the Columbia – Montour 
bowling team. 
 

Congratulations to Jaylen Reichner for 
making the 1000-point club on January 

12th during the Benton game! 

Rescheduled Mini-THON game 
Feb. 16th “Away” game 

Come out and support a great cause. 
Proceeds will go to both Millville’s and 

St. John Neumann’s Mini-THON 



Page 6 

Millville Musical   
 By; Alexis Fought  
 
The Addams Family is a fictional household created by 
American cartoonist Charles Addams. The Addams Family 
characters have traditionally included Gomez and 
Morticia Addams, their children Wednesday and Pugsley, 
close family members Uncle Fester and Grandmama, their 
butler Lurch, the disembodied hand Thing, and Gomez's 
Cousin Itt. The Addams are an inversion of a twentieth-
century family, and they do not care and are unaware that 
other people find them spooky. Millville High School will 
be putting on this musical March 23rd, 24th and 25th.   
  
Kaitlyn Crawford, freshman, said she enjoys participating 
in the school musicals. She has worked in the previous 
musical Grease, that Millville did a few years ago. Kaitlyn is 
part of the stage crew. When asked what her favorite part 
of the musical was, she said that she couldn’t pick a 
favorite part, because she loves the whole thing.  
 
Lauren, a junior on stage crew, has participated in many of 
the productions, "I have participated in three other 
musicals: I was in the production of Roger and 
Hammerstein music in 6th grade, I was a stage manager 
for Guys and Dolls in 8th grade, and I was a stage manager 
for Grease in 9th grade."   
 
The high school puts in a lot of hours in order to get the 
musical to be perfect. They practice every day after school 
expect on Fridays and they also have practices on 
Saturdays.  According to Kaitlyn, " we will do a complete 
run-through of the play....  Students who are in the play, 
need to have dedication".   
  
Learning scripts is also a hard part of being in a play, the 
people who get roles with lines must work extra hard to 
remember them. The people who play the roles have a lot 
to prepare for, like finding the right pitches for each of the 
songs. The main characters in the Addams Family 
include Gomez Addams who is played by Jason Deitrick, 
Morticia Addams who is played by Maddie Charles, 
Wednesday Addams who is played by Megan Boyles and 
Pugsley Addams who is played by Sammy Faus 
 
Mrs. Sweeney and Mrs. Richter are the producers of the 
high school musicals.  They get to decide what musical the 
school will be doing and also when the try outs will be 
held.  It also takes a lot to be directors of the musicals.  
 

 

People cannot wait to go and see our school preform this 
musical. Doing musicals is a great way to give those 
students who love drama and acting a chance to do 
something they really enjoy doing.   
  
The school prepares for months for the musical, so they 
can get everything just the way they want it. Everyone 
should go out and see Millville's production of The 
Addams Family this year.   
  
Lauren also hopes the play attracts a family audience, 
because the musical is a comedy.  The cast and stage crew 
will be putting in lost of hours and hard work over the next 
few months in order for the musical to be a success. On 
March 23th, 24th, and 25th everyone should come and 
enjoy Millville’s production of The Addams Family.   
 

                
                Mr. McCaffrey and the MHS band 

A Winter Wonderland Concert  
By Michael Belles 
  
The Winter Concert is an opportunity for both the chorus 
and the band to show off their talents, by presenting what 
they have been practicing for the past few months. .   
  
Many of the members of chorus and band are excited and 
nervous about performing, "I really am excited, but at the 
same time I am very nervous that something might go 
wrong," said Madeline Hinkle. Although, they are nervous, 
they are confident that they will put on a good show.  
  
Both the junior high chorus and junior high band will be 
participating with their Senior High counterparts. Both of 
the senior high groups felt that their junior high members 
would live up to the standards that had been set in 
previous years. "Although I don’t expect them to be at 
the same level as us, I do expect them to be good, and be 
very close in comparison to us," said Jenn Myers.  

 

The senior high chorus has been practicing numerous songs 
such as That's Christmas to Me, Still, Still, Still, and Little 
Drummer Boy, while the senior high band has also been 
practicing songs such as O Rest All Ye Faithful, Winter 
Wonderland, and Twice Sympathy. These classic Christmas 
songs are sure to make the winter concert something to 
remember.  
  
Both of the senior high groups are taking practice seriously; 
they each have been practicing for two months, "We started 
practicing near the end of November, right after Thanksgiving, 
and it has been exhausting," exclaimed Jenn Myers. Both 
groups run dress rehearsals daily if possible, but not in uniform 
- that is saved for the big night.  
  
Mrs. Sweeney is to be the main conductor for the event, with 
Mrs. Rayes conducting about one or two songs. "I really hope 
Mrs. Rayes gets to conduct, she has never let us down during 
practice, so I see no reason why she couldn't conduct during 

the concert," Jenn believed.  
 
Turn-out for the concert is something that everyone thinks 
about: will there be a lot of people, will there be any people? 
But both of the senior high groups have stayed optimistic 
about the turn-out, and said they expect there to be a good 
turnout. "There usually is decent turn-out to these events, but 
if there isn't, people are just missing out on us preforming," 
responded Madeline Hinkle, 
 
All of the groups that perform in the concert present in rounds, 
meaning that band presents, then chorus, and so on. This 
year's order starts off with all of the band preforming a few 
songs, then the junior high chorus, then the senior high 
chorus, and finally, the jazz band. The jazz band is a special 
group of instruments, such as the saxophone, and the trumpet 
run by Mr. McCaffrey. Those particular instruments are 
selected because they are the most commonly used jazz 
instruments.  
  
This is not the last concert the band and chorus will have this 
year because right after the performance, they start practicing 
for the spring concert. After that, they practice for the 
adjudication trip to Dorney. "Adjudication is a very fun trip to 
Dorney where we compete with other schools, and then hang 
out for the rest of the day," explained Madeline. So if you miss 
them presenting this time, you will have another chance soon.  
  
The winter concert is a time for the band and chorus to shine, 
a time for them to present to us what they have been doing 
for the past months. It is a time to be happy, and a time to 
show what they know, and it is definitely something that you 
don’t want to miss.  
 

 
 

 
Millville chorus members Megan Boyles, Gretchen Hinkle,  
Jason Dietrick, Keegan Levan, Isaac Glidewell and Jennifer 
Myers prepare for the County Chorus festival 

 
County Chorus Comes to Millville 
By Michael Belles 
 
 Recently, students from high schools in Columbia and 
Montour County converged on Millville Jr./Sr. High School 
for an annual three-day festival, County Chorus. Every year 
the chorus festival is held at a different school in Columbia 
or Montour County. "This year, it is being held at Millville, 
which is very exciting for us," exclaimed Jennifer Myers, a 
senior who has been chosen to participate in County 
Chorus for the past five years.   
  
This year, Millville had six members join the choir. County 
Chorus only accepts 125 students out of all students who 
try out.  High schools involved in these try-outs include 
Millville, Benton, Berwick, Bloomsburg, Central Columbia 
and Southern Columbia. We had six 
students participate, which is impressive because Millville 
is such a small school.  
   
County Chorus has eight different positions you audition 
for: Soprano I and II, Alto I and II, Bass I and II, and Tenor I 
and II.  This year, Jenn tried out for the Soprano part, "I am 
singing as a Soprano I in the choir," she explained.  
  
The process to get into County Chorus is extremely 
difficult. Students sing in front of judges, who score every 
detail of their performance. "The audition in front of the 
judges is very hard because you're all nervous and scared, 
and we all know we have to do our very best, or we won't 
get in," stated Allison Diehl. The local high school choral  
cont’d. on page 8 
 

Spotlight on Music 

Come and see the musical The Addams 

Family March 23rd, 24th and 25th! 
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Giving Back to the Community 

Bleeding For A Cause 
by Nathalie Henrie 

  
Imagine, getting the phone call that your mom or dad 
got into a vehicular accident and needed blood. At 
first, you’ll feel hopeless, but thankfully, Geisinger 
runs blood drives for those who need it. The blood 
isn’t used for just those who need it due to injuries, 
it’s also used for surgeries and have cancer treatment. 

The Millville National Honors Society hosts four blood 
drives a year. Each donation saves three lives and 
because we go through Geisinger, all of the blood 
donated stays in within the community. 

Mr. Preston, advisor for MNHS says he likes this 
because it’s a way for people to give back to their 
community which does so much for them. About 35 
potential donors came to the last blood drive, which 
is a good amount for such a small area. 

For Mr. Preston, the blood drive “is an easy way to 
save lives but give back to the community for those 
who are donating. Also, it is an effective way to get 
scholarship money to NHS members.” He tries to 
donate whenever possible if his iron is at a good level. 

Donating blood is a great method of community 
service. Many people can benefit from blood drives. A 
total of 4.4 million Americans die every year from not 
getting blood transfusions and 32,000 units of blood are 
needed each day. 

To donate, you have to be at least 16 years old with parent 
permission, and so do 17 year olds. You must be 110 
pounds and in general good health. 

When you donate, you can expect a welcoming 
environment, great staff, and relatively no pain. There are 
also snacks afterwards to regain strength and nutrition. 
When going through the process of donating, you will first 
sign in and then read some information about donating. 
Then, you will go through a short screening process to 
make sure you are able to donate, and then after passing, 
you are able to give blood. 

Ella Shaffer and McKenna Robertson have both given 
blood before. They both said they were not nervous for 
their first time. For preparing to give blood, McKenna  

 

 

 

    David Earnest prepares to give blood 

prepares herself for the needle just in case. For Ella, she 
makes sure she is calm. Having high blood pressure will 
cause you to not be able to donate, so it’s best to stay 
calm. 

When Ella was donating, she felt a little light headed, but it 
didn’t help that she didn’t eat anything beforehand. 
McKenna said she experiences heat, which I’m not sure 
why it would occur, maybe not enough air flow in the 
gym? 

After donating, the two feel completely fine. Ella donates 
because it makes her morally feel better. McKenna 
donates so she can save three lives. She also joked that 
“you get a free t-shirt afterwards.” 

Donating is pretty easy, and there are no real risks as long 
as you follow the steps. If you wish to donate and help 
your community, speak with an NHS member or Mr. 
Preston for any questions and when the next blood drive 
is. 

 

 
 
Project Snowflake  
By: Sunny Girton  
 
 Imagine waking up Christmas morning to find out that you 
didn’t get any Gifts from your parents this year because 
they could not afford it. That is what Millville High school 
has been trying to help struggling families with over the 
past few years.   
 
Project Snowflake is a project that helps out families who 
are struggling economically to give their kids a 
Christmas.  A Christmas tree is set up in front of the 
Guidance office with snowflakes with kids' ages on 
them.  Students pick a snowflake off of the tree and buy a 
present for that child  
 
This project has been going on for three years according to 
Ms. Zeisloft, our school's Guidance office 
secretary.  Cassidy Bricker, a senior, commented, “I 
personally have been trying to participate in it every year 
since I began school as a seventh grader”.  
 
Giving back to the community provides good memories for 
some.  Ms. Zeislof stated that a mom started crying 
because she was so grateful. Cassidy exclaimed, “I think 
my favorite memory of doing this is just picking out my 
snowflake. I mean, it’s kind of fun to pick the age because 
you know from experience at that age how exciting 
Christmas was!”  
 
 

When kids’ names are put on the tree, I think it is safe 
to assume that they get what they ask for. 
Mrs. Zeislof stated matter-of-factly that the kids get 
toys, clothes, and electronics, basically “whatever they 
asked for, they try to get". Cassidy went into a little 
more detail, “Well, a lot of kids like dolls or cars unless 
they’re our age. If they’re our age they usually just ask 
for clothes. But this year the snowflake I chose asked 
for a lot of Nerf stuff like vests, guns, etc.”  
  
When given the opportunity, it is good to spread the 
word for a good cause. Cassidy's philosophy is a good 
one to keep in mind, “If you can spare 20 bucks to give 
to a child and make their Christmas, it kind of makes 
your Christmas too. The holidays are a time to give to 
others and be thankful for what you have. If you have 
enough then I believe it is almost your duty to give to 
those that may not be as fortunate as you are”.  
 

Girls Basketball cont’d. 
 
Although the girls basketball season ends soon, it is 
not too late to show the girls the best support that any 
team could have. Allison and Emily both agree that the 
support system is amazing. Be sure to keep the spirit 
up!  
 

 
From left to right: Alexa Rine, Emily Hippenstiel, 
Olivia Savage and Riley Brown. 
 

 
 

Future Blood Drive Dates 
To Keep in Mind 

March 8th and May 8th 
8 – 2:30 pm 

Career Day – March 28th 
A chance to check out all of the 
careers that can be found in our 

area! 



 

 

Page 8 
A Better Future cont’d. 

     
 Drew Shultz preparing to head to his college class  
 
The ACE program also helps many students realize that 
Bloomsburg University is the place for them. You get to 
know the campus, professors, and even other students. 
The ACE program gives students a good feel for the 
college experience, and a step up over other high school 
students.  
  
One of the downsides of the ACE program is the fact that 
they do not offer transportation to the campus from 
your school. Although, some high schools offer 
transportation, many do not. Millville just started 
offering transportation to the campus this year, but only 
one time a day, and that is after lunch. "Having to find 
my own ride to the campus was a big deal. I felt like I was 
imposing on people, and I didn’t really feel comfortable," 
Olivia remarked.  
  
The ACE program is a very useful tool for many high 
school students. Many students have benefited from the 
ACE program, and hopefully many more people will 
continue to benefit from this program.  
 

County Concert cont’d. 
directors score students based on an official 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
guidelines. Only students with the top scores in each 
voice part are invited to participate in the festival 
 
County chorus members are very dedicated to their 
positions in the choir. Jenn Myers has auditioned since 
the eighth grade, and has made it in very time, "I was a 
member of Jr. High County Chorus in eighth grade and 
have been inducted into Sr. High County Chorus each 
year since." Unfortunately, she was not chosen this year; 
although she was chosen last year. She plans to 
audition, next year though, "Even though I didn’t get in 
this year, I'm not going to let that stop me."  

 

Since every year the school, conductor, judges, and 
director of the chorus changes, it can become very chaotic. 
Organizing the logistics behind County Chorus can be 
difficult because you have to buy snacks for the whole 
chorus. You need to find a guest conductor, 
and organize the use of the facilities and staff. "After we 
found out that the choir was going to be singing here, we 
have had a much more hectic time; we had to organize 
everything, and make sure everything ran smoothly," said 
Gretchen Hinkle, a Millville High School chorus member.   
  
Every year a guest conductor comes and picks out pieces 
of music for the chorus to sing. Students arrive at the 
chosen high school and take two days to rehearse and 
practice the songs that were chosen for them. Then on the 
third night, they get in their robes, and go on stage. "The 
group is led by a guest conductor and works hard to 
prepare pieces that are presented in concert to community 
members," stated Myers.  On that night, all of their hard 
work pays off and the choir members are given the 

opportunity to shine.  

 

                             
 

A New Face in Industrial Arts 
by Sunny Girton 
 
  Industrial Arts or "Shop" class has been around for years 
at Millville Jr/Sr. High school. Currently, the teacher in 
charge of teaching those courses – Mr. Furman – is on 
active duty in the military.  Recently, the Millville Area 
School district created a long-term sub position in order to 
teach those classes.   Mr. Rinard has been hired for that 
position and earlier, I had the chance to interview him in 
his classroom during activity period.  
 

When asked about his life before teaching, he 
responded that he grew up in Tunkhannock PA, the only 
child of divorced parents. Following high school, 

 

                     
he attended Penn State, then Bloomsburg University for 
his Master's degree in teaching. During  college 
Mr. Rhinard worked at the Penn State Creamery and after 
college at the Bank of America.   
           
 Mr. Rhinard seems to be enjoying his time here at 
Millville. He likes working with students and students seem 
to like having him for a sub. He mentioned that it was 
"nice to see students connect with each other," although 
having a large number of students in a class with limited 
resources could be a problem.  
           
 Currently, he teaches 7th grade Workshop, he has two high 
school shop classes, and a drafting class. Next semester he 
hopes to have more drafting classes. When asked about 
the kind of projects his classes were doing, he said that his 
high school classes were making cutting boards and 
possibly some oars for boats.  
            
Regarding those who will be graduating this year, 
Mr. Rhinard has some good advice, "Have your fun while 
you can. Have a purpose in what you do".            
          
 Now that the Industrial Arts classes are "up and running", 
you may be thinking about taking a "shop" class.  Stop by 
and talk to Mr. Rhinard about some of these classes – you 
may find them interesting.   
 

                                 
 

One of the New “Kids” 
by Kirstin Wright 
 
The Millville Quaker family welcomed a new member to its 
faculty.  Mrs. Michele Twiddy is the new Family and 
Consumer Science teacher.  Her classes, some of which 
include "Exploring Foods", "Child Care ", and "Stepping Out 
"it involve students from every grade in high school.  
 
 

 

Originally from the area, she went to Berwick Area High 
School, and graduated in 1992. She then attended Lock 
Haven University, University of Texas at San Antonio, 
and Bloomsburg University.   
 
When she first attended college, she was uncertain of 
the direction she wanted to take, “I wanted to be a math 
teacher when I graduated from high school, and then 
went to LHU with an undeclared major.” She then found 
out she enjoyed writing an majored in English, and 
became a head reporter for Clearfield Progress 
newspaper.  
 

She began teaching in 1999,iIn San Antiono, Texas. She 
stated  “There were billboards all over the city 
advertising about having dedicated teachers.” So she 
applied.    
 

 When asked about teaching here at Millville, she 
responded enthusiastically, “I love teaching at Millville! 
My classes are awesome, and the students and I have so 
much fun doing projects together.”  Her schedule at 
Millville begins with a small class of students studying 
topics like first aid, epi pens, and kitchen safety. Her 
third period is an "Exploring Foods" class and then she 
has two Child Care classes. Following that, she has 
a  "Stepping Out " class, then she ends the day with a 
FCS class, where they are learning about babysitting.  
 
On an average day, she experiences many of challenges 
including “typical teenage drama and attitude “. 
She  remarks that, “I have learned to not take the 
student behavior and/or comments personally”.   
 
Finally, I asked her how her students view her and she 
responded, “I hope they view me as positively as I view 
them. I love my job and it's because of my students.” 
 

 
             Updated colors for the F.C.S. kitchens! 

 
New “Kids” on the Block 


